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School Newsletter                   Autumn Term 1 2021 

Dear Parents, 

The Autumn leaves are falling, the conkers are all around and it is now dark when I get up in 
the morning, but that doesn’t mean we are winding down at all.  There is much to look           
forward to next term such as school trips, nativities, Christmas celebrations etc. but now is 
also a good time to reflect on what has been a somewhat challenging term.  Whilst it has 
been great to see school life returning to normal and children sitting in groups again, sharing 
break times with each other and having whole school assemblies indoors, these easing of 
restrictions has meant an increase in covid cases with children and staff needing to            
individually isolate.  This is on top of a large amount of colds and other sicknesses that have 
had kept children at home, often while waiting for PCR test results.  For our school, it has 
been as disruptive as at any other time during the pandemic, so I thank everyone for their         
patience and resilience. 

At the same time as the country is opening up, we need to open up as a school too, showing the rest of the        
community what makes us special, such as the Music Mark we’ve been awarded.  The Facebook page is a good 
start and we are hoping we can kick start the Friends Of South Darley School which has been unable to operate 
effectively during the covid restrictions.  If you can be at the FOSDS meeting at 3.30pm on Thursday 4th           
November then great, but if you can’t you can still email in your ideas or availability to help out. 

Thank you in advance                                 Paul Wilde, Headteacher 

Term Time Holidays   

The Highfields cluster of Primary Schools has a consistent approach 
towards requests for leave of absence. The contents of this article     
mirror that consistent approach throughout Matlock’s Primary Schools. 

In September 2013 the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013 came into force. 
These regulations make it clear that Headteachers should not grant approval for any leave of absence during 
term-time, including holidays, unless there are exceptional circumstances. These regulations also state that         
holidays cannot be authorised retrospectively. 

We will continue to consider any absence requests in accordance with these regulations and only approve leave 
in ‘exceptional circumstances’.  
 
Any requests should be on an official school absence request form and handed into the school office for              
consideration prior to any holiday/leave arrangements being made.  

You may be issued with a Penalty Notice should leave be taken which is 
not authorised. If unpaid this could lead to prosecution under section 444
(1) of The Education Act 1996. 

  
The fixed penalty notice is currently £120 per parent (reduced to £60 
per parent if paid within a specified time period) and/or face court          
action.  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+16:13
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                        Values Team 2021-2022 

Volunteers from Y5/6 have joined the school Values Team for the 2021/22 academic 
year.  The children, some of whom are new to the Values Team, have been getting into 
the swing of their duties and have already helped to lead the Harvest Festival and are 
hoping that there are lots more events and activities during the coming year they can 
assist with.  The Values Team is a group of pupils who get together to plan, lead and 
evaluate the schools Collective Worship as well as help strengthen the schools church 
links.  The group are seen as ambassadors and role models to others and are often 
something that visitors/members of the schools wider community have heard about   
happening at our school.   

Pictured: members of the Values Team— Rupert, Emmy, Lucas, Emily, Mia, Tamsin, 
Olivia, Isla (and Bella—not pictured). 

Our value this term is: 

  Creativity 
We will be finding out about: 

• Janet Weight- Reed’s inspiration to create art work for  
 her church; 
• Ways that we can care for the planet God created; 
• What amazes us in the miracle of Creation; 

• How we can use our senses to appreciate the diversity of 
 Creation; 
• Why we celebrate the creation of new life. 

Introducing our new School Council 

At South Darley Primary School we have a proactive School 
Council that includes children from all 3 classes.  They discuss 
ideas they have to improve the school and they give their  
opinions and advice about decisions that affect them and their 
friends.  They also like to think of ways they can raise money 
for the school and other good causes.   

The majority of our 9 school councillors are democratically 

elected annually by their classmates but some are 
appointed by the teachers due to the skills they can 
bring to the role.  We have a governor, Maureen Wil-
son, appointed to liaise with the school council and 
sit in some of their meetings.  The pupil's voice is 
then reported back to school's full governing body 
meetings.  This year's school council already has 
lots of good ideas and they look forward to telling 
you all about them. Pictured: members of the school 
council (Matthew, William B, Holly, Emily, Jessie, 
Orla, Mia, Charlie and Flo).  

Please remember to like,               
follow and share our new            
Facebook page, ‘South Darley 
CE Primary School’.  Also, 
please confirm (through 
Parentpay) whether or not you 
give permission for us to display unnamed           
pictures of your child(ren).  This will allow us to 
show pictures of upcoming events such as the 
spelling bee, school trips, residentials and the 
nativity to the wider community and highlight to 
others just how good our school really is! 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+16:13
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Bookbag/rucksack Reminder 

Rucksacks with the school logo on, which are available on-line can only be 
used for school swimming and should only be brought in on days when your 
child is attending school swimming lessons.  They do not replace PE bags 
or book bags. Own choice backpacks are a year 6 privilege. Thank you. 

South Darley CE Primary School is pleased to welcome The Tinderbox Performing Arts Centre to the family.  Tin-
derbox will be hosting an after school drama club on a Thursday evening from 3:30pm starting on 4th November.  
Twilight Hours will continue to run out of school clubs on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  You can book 
places for your child directly with each organisation. 

South Darley awarded Music Mark Status  
 
We are proud to announce that following a nomination by the Derby & Derbyshire Music Partnership South Darley 
CE Primary School has become a Music Mark school for the 2021/22 academic year.  
 
We have been recognised for our commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum and the value that we place 
on music.  Music Mark is the UK Association for Music Education, championing and supporting access 
to music for all children and young people. Music Mark works to support 
and enable the music education sector to deliver high-quality musical 
and social outcomes for all children and young people. 
 
Dan Timmins, head of the Derbyshire Music Partnership and a previous 
Wider Opportunities teacher to South Darley Juniors said, “On behalf 
of Music Mark and from us at the Music Partnership we would like to 
thank you for all the hard work your school does to support this collective 
vision.” 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+16:13


 

1 Corinthians 16:13: Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.  

Your copy of 
‘Dates for the          
Diary’  

should be included 
alongside this          
newsletter.   

Please make sure you 
keep a copy to hand 
and remember that it is 
updated at the end of 
every half term.    

Please note that dates can alter and events can 
change.  We are not yet sure of what the impact of 
Covid-19 will be during the winter but we are            
keeping our fingers crossed that our schedules 
won’t be impacted.  A new calendar will be issued at 
the end of each term. 

You can also find a copy on the school webpage by 
clicking on the latest news tab.   

Don’t forget inset days are on Monday 29th           
November 2021, Monday 28th February 2022,  
Monday 6th June 2022 and Tuesday 7th June 2022 

South Darley Rocks!  

Have you a budding                                                
Adele or Ed Sheeran?                                            
Perhaps your child is                                                   
more of a mini Ariana 
or aspiring One Direction member…..Children In 
Need is coming to South Darley CE Primary School 
on Friday 19th November.  This year, children are 
being given the opportunity to attend school dressed 
as a music star so get your flares out and your purple 
tops ready to rock! . If dressing up is not your child’s 
choice then they can simply come in non-uniform.  
During the day each class will be  taking part in kara-
oke where each class will have the opportunity to 
sing a song of their choice . We still have PE in the          
afternoon so sensible shoes and clothes please so 
they can move freely in order to have an enjoyable 
PE lesson!  All we ask is a small donation to Children 
In Need—payments should be made through the 
Children In Need Parentpay option at  

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/
Default.aspx?shopid=4220  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all our school children and their parents, relatives and friends for helping us to raise £465.38 through 

our sponsored event Walk to Kolkata.  The money will be forwarded to the Cathedral Relief Service who will use the 

money to support Hastings School, Kolkata through the Covid-19 pandemic and onwards.  The Parent pay item will 

remain open should any of our school community wish to make further donations.  

We are with you Kolkata 

       Walk to Kolkata               

      South Darley Covid-19       

       Fundraising Challenge  

Your invite to…...a FOSDS get together….shaping the 
future of FOSDS for you! 

In previous years FOSDS has helped both parents and school by reducing the cost of school trips for parents,        
running events such as the Christmas Fair and a Valentines Disco, buying essential equipment like a laptop caddy 
and more recently, helped fund and shape the future of the school playground—the efforts of which should hopefully 
become visible after the half term. I am sure we all miss our termly cake sale! 

With a return to full school events, after our enforced Covid-19 break, it is time to talk to our parents and the wider 
community about the future of FOSDS.  Tara Booker, who has been the Chair of FOSDS for several years has 
stepped down as the time is right to hand it over to the next generation of parents and we thank her for all her hard 
work. 

Please come to a meeting on Thursday 4th November after school at 3.30pm where there will be supervised    
activities for your children whilst we work out a new direction for FOSDS.  If you cannot attend the meeting then 
please forward your idea’s and suggestions to amanning@southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk.  We look forward to     
seeing you at the meeting. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+16:13
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=4220
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=4220

